
“...His Works are Wonderful, we know that full well.”
We serve a God of “works”.  One who worked six days in creating 
all that we have and see, before resting on the seventh.  A God 
that began a good work in us. He who works for the good of those 
who love him.  Indeed, we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works!  The summer of 2017 here at Camp 
YoliJwa impressed upon our campers a very important aspect 
found in Psalm 139:14….that we are fearfully and wonderfully 
MADE.  However, the 
second portion of that 
verse didn’t get much 
attention this summer, 
and that is, “your 
works are wonderful, 
I know that full well.” 
Reflecting on the 
work of God through 
the camp ministry in 
2017 is very much like 
viewing a wonderful 
work.  You’ll read in this 
publication wonderful 
works such as facility 
improvements, works 
of service by faithful 
servants, and much more.  
Above all, God’s wonderful works 
were on full display here through 
Camp YoliJwa, and we feel it 
is important to celebrate, and 
recognize, all that he hath done!

One for the Record Books
Viewing numbers in search of success can be a dangerous 
approach, however it does allow us to gauge our growth, and 
more importantly the work that we’re trying to accomplish here 
on the mountain.  2017 was a year that has set the bar high, 
in fact, more campers attended Camp YoliJwa programs this 
past year than any other year in history!  2089 campers graced 
these holy grounds through winter retreats and summer camps; 
and through this ministry, almost 100 young people made the 
decision to give their lives to Jesus Christ!  PTL!  To continue 
to attain growth in camper attendance, offering more programs 
has been essential.  This past year, Camp YoliJwa offered 21 
different camping programs that gave children of all ages, 
families, those with special needs, and adults, the opportunity to 
share in Christian living experiences.  To host all these campers, 
one would imagine that a large crop of volunteer staff would be 
necessary, and it sure was!  In total, 446 VOLUNTEER staff gave 

of their time to come, and serve faithfully by working within the 
context of our Camp YoliJwa programs.  We are very grateful for 
so many that believe in the work of God here that they’ll give of 
their precious time.

Wilderness Cabin Camps Set All-Time Highs
Almost five years ago, the Doubling Gap Center Board of 
Directors set a plan in motion to improve the wilderness camp 
facilities.  This plan involved replacing the 20+ year old two-man 
tents, with new lakeside cabins that would not only immediately 
improve the summer camping accommodations, but also provide 
an offseason retreat option for DGC guests.  That vision was 
not only cast, but completed about 18 months ago.  In that 
time, two summer camping seasons have passed, and to say 
that our Wilderness Camp staff and campers have enjoyed the 
new structures, is probably a bit of an understatement.  Those 
programs have not changed, still focused on a much more 
wilderness centered approach and education than that of our 
resident main lodge youth campers, but it has become clear that 
the upgraded facilities have attracted more campers to these 
wilderness programs. 
These four camping 
options, offering 
programs for anyone 
entering grades 7-12, 
hosted 97 campers in 
the summer of 2017!  A 
few of these camps may 
have actually been TOO 
full, prompting 
offseason 
discussions that 
have centered 
around an 
additional week 
of Wilderness 
Cabin Camp to 
be offered the 
summer of 2018 
(stay tuned).  All 
in all, God’s work 
has certainly been 
seen in this small 
group camping 
venture that we 
affectionately refer 
to as ‘Wilderness 
Camp’.
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Winter Retreat Registrations 
available @ 

www.campyolijwa.org!
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2018 CAMP YOLIJWA SCHEDULE 
YOUTH RECOMMENDED WEEK ALTERNATE WEEK
CAMPS FOR THOSE ENTERING FOR THOSE ENTERING DATE
Youth 10th-12th --- June 10-16
9th Grade 9th 10th June 17-23
8th Grade 8th 9th July 1-7
7th Grade 7th 8th July 8-14
6th Grade 6th 7th July 15-21
5th Grade 5th 6th July 22-28
4th Grade 4th 5th August 5-9
3rd Grade 3rd 4th August 10-12
Father/Son K-2nd  --- July 28-29
Mother/Daughter K-2nd  --- August 12-13

WILDERNESS CABIN CAMPS 
Wilderness Adventure 10th-12th --- July 1-7
Sr. High Wilderness 10th-12th --- July 8-14
9th Grade Wilderness 9th 10th July 15-21
8th Grade Wilderness 8th 9th July 22-28
7th Grade Wilderness 7th 8th August 5-11

ADULT CAMPS & RETREATS AGE LEVEL DATE
Camp HOPE (Intellectually Disabled) 16+ June 3-8
Family Bible Camp All Ages June 24-30
Adult Fellowship Camp 50+ August 20-24
Bike Trek Adults (18+) Sept. 28-30

YOUTH WINTER RETREATS AGE DATE 
Junior Blast 3rd-5th Graders December 7-9
Junior High Breakaway 6th-8th Graders December 14-16
Senior High Bash 9th-12th Graders December 21-22

2018 EVENTS FOR DATE
Winter Picnic All Ages January 28
Camp Leaders’ Workshop Directors & Core Staff February 3
Hike-N-Rock-R-Thon Youth & Adults May 12
YoliJwa Staff Workshop 2018 Volunteer Staff June 1-2
Open House, Carnival & BBQ All Ages June 9
Children’s Fishing Derby Ages 5-15 October 14
DGC Appreciation Banquet 2018 Supporters November 17

•  Fall Events Update
•  Camp Improvements
•  Staff Spotlights
•  2018 YoliJwa Schedule 
•  Camp Yolijwa Winter Retreats

this spring originates up the mountain 
along the Flat-Rock Trail, it comes 
into our building at 100 lbs natural 
pressure, which is actually higher 
than recommended for most modern 
fixtures.  Also, the spring water has 
become increasingly acidic (now about 
6.0 pH) over the years which also has 
an adverse effect on our building’s 
plumbing. So, we have secured Negley’s 
Water out of Greencastle, PA to custom 
design a water treatment system that 
will both reduce the water pressure 
and increase the pH while maintaining 
our water’s purity and quality. The 
proposed system still needs approval 
from the proper state agency and 
then will be scheduled for installation 
sometime this winter.  Projected cost 
for the water system is about $28,000 
and designated donations would be 
welcome and appreciated. 

Girl’s Dorm Restrooms – A common 
‘suggestion’ we receive from our 
summer camp staff is to remodel 
the restrooms in the girl’s dorm. We 
don’t hear so much about the boy’s 
restrooms … go figure. So, we are 
hoping to find time this winter or early 
spring to replace the sinks, counters, 
faucets and  give these important 
rooms a general make-over.  Projected 
cost is $5,000.

Refinish Lobby Floor  - If time and 
scheduling allows, we would like to do 
some repairs and refinish the original 
wood floor in our main lobby. 

who have come to Camp as volunteers to help with the Camp’s 
ongoing needs. May the Lord continue to bless Dan and the 
Camp through his ministry.

Kathy Myers – 10 Years of Service.  Kathy began working at 
Camp in 2007 helping with the summer housekeeping duties. 
It wasn’t long before Kathy was also involved in our kitchen 
doing year-round weekend work as a very capable second-cook. 
Kathy was sharing her time and talents between Camp, the 

Newburg Church of God, and driving school 
bus. However, beginning this fall, Kathy has 
given-up her long-time bus driving job in 
order to be more involved at Camp in both 
the kitchen and additional housekeeping 
work keeping the new cabins cleaned and 
ready for our frequent guests. Kathy has 

become a key and valuable part of our Camp ministry team and 
we look forward to her continued service for years to come.

Camper Contact 
Available Digitally

In an effort to continue 
and cut down on printing 
costs, Doubling Gap 

Center will continue 
to offer the option 
of receiving this 

semi-annual publication 
electronically rather than through 
the mail.  If you are interested, please 
email secretary@campyolijwa.org and 
include your name and mailing address, 
along with the email address that you’d 
like it sent to. Other enclosures such 
as registration brochures and donor 
envelopes can be obtained from our 
website or requested from us here at 
Camp!  Our goal is to continue to keep 
you well connected to the happenings 
here in Doubling Gap, whether that is 
on paper or digitally!

 11th Annual Adult Bike Trek
The 2017 Bike Trek traveled to the C & O Canal National Historic Park, a 
hiker-biker path which travels along the Potomac River from Cumberland, 
MD to Washington, D.C.  The group biked 55 miles over two days and enjoyed 
seeing the history of this trail, plus Maryland’s Fort Frederick State Park.  Other 
highlights included worship around the campfire, Christian fellowship along the 
trail and experiencing the beauty of God’s creation with YoliJwa friends.  Each 
fall, the Bike Trek spends two nights camping and two days biking 50-60 miles in 
total.  If this is an activity and Christian retreat you would enjoy, consider joining 
in YoliJwa’s 2018 Bike Trek. We hope to see you there!
This is a short note from a 2017 Bike Trek participant…..” Thanks for another 
great YoliJwa Bike Trek!  The sweet fellowship on the trail, devotions and worship 
around the campfire and outreach opportunities that are part of this weekend—all 
under the YoliJwa umbrella—are truly a blessing.  The food as always was plentiful 
and delicious!  We are grateful we 
can still enjoy this camp connection!



4  D O U B L I N G  G A P  C E N T E R   •   C A M P  Y O L I J WA2  D O U B L I N G  G A P  C E N T E R   •   C A M P  Y O L I J WA 3  D O U B L I N G  G A P  C E N T E R   •   C A M P  Y O L I J WA

2017 CAMP YOLIJWA SUMMER STAFF
“Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God.” Romans 15:17

Each and every summer, a special group of youth and young adults 
answer God’s call to serve at Camp YoliJwa!  We were once again 
blessed, and very grateful, for this special group of people.  We look 
forward to welcoming many of them back in 2018!
Front (L to R):  Ian Lay, Maintenance; Jimmy Wolfe, Maintenance; 
Logan Engle, Nature; Mike Baker, Activity; Alex Shearer, Technology; 
Logan Zahora, Kitchen; Kyle Whisler, Kitchen
2nd Row (L to R):  Ryan Long, Program Coordinator; Hannah Britcher, 
Music; Rachel Sandman, Lifeguard; Maddy Kinney, Craft; Richelle 
Corty, Wilderness Coordinator; Deanna McNece, Kitchen; Alyssa McNece, Kitchen; Caitlyn Chute, Kitchen; Steve Long, Director
*Campers this past summer enjoyed the addition of a permanent 9 Square in the Air game! (Pictured in background)  Special thanks 
to the guys from Burke Fabrication for this sturdy outdoor addition!

DGC Children’s Fishing Derby
On October 15, DGC hosted its 7th annual Children’s Fishing Derby 
at Lake Henrietta.  Adults and children alike look forward to an 
afternoon spent lakeside, anticipating the opportunity to ‘land the big 
one’!  Close to 200 people circled the camp’s lake 
in an effort to catch what turned out to be some 
elusive fish, on this sunny 80 degree afternoon.  
Heavy rains and high waters during the days 
leading up to the event made catching these 
rainbow trout a bit trickier than in years past.  
Still, some dandy fish were reeled to shore by 
many of these young 
fishermen, with hopes 
of securing one of the 
few prizes that were 
handed out at the 
end of the day.  Trent 
Davis took home this 
year’s title of ‘longest 
fish’ with a 20 inch 
Rainbow Trout!  Join 
us next fall, for an afternoon of fish, fun, and fellowship!

From the Director’s Desk

New Cabins Getting 
Steady Fall Use
It’s been a little over one year since the Camp’s new 
cabins received their final ‘Certificate of Occupancy’ in 
September of 2016. During the final three months of 
2016, there were three different church groups and five 
different family groups totaling 72 campers that enjoyed 
a night or weekend at the cabins. Honors go to Pastor 
George Spangler and twelve men of our Turning Point 
Church of God who were the first official rental group to 
use the cabins. Also, during those final months of 2016, 
the $50,000 debt remaining on the $780,000 project was 
completely PAID with an amazing response of year-end 
donations from the many ‘Friends of Camp’ through-
out the Church of God family. Thanks to each and every 
supporter of these new additions to the Camp’s facility. In 
recognition, donations totaling $1000 or more during the 
3-year campaign, will be included in our “Cabin Crew” 
and listed on one of the donor plaques being prepared for 
display in each of the four cabins. Each cabin will soon 
bear the name of a common Camp tree; namely, Oak, 
Cedar, Poplar, and Sycamore. See if you can find a Bible 
reference for each of these trees.
Since the Cabins were re-opened for the season in April 
through October, there have been 10 different church 
groups with 145 people plus 15 individual families with 
82 grandparents, parents and children that have spent 
a unique night or two in the Doubling Gap woodlands.  
This year, we plan to keep one or two of the cabins 
open and heated throughout the winter season. So, as 
long as weather conditions allow access through the 
woods, families or small groups may inquire about their 
availability.  Current rates are $50 per night per cabin plus 
a nightly occupancy fee of $10 per adult and $5 per child.
If you are not familiar with the new cabins, plan an  
on-site visit or check out the Camp’s webpage at  
www.campyolijwa.org to see pictures of the units.

Camp YoliJwa Winter Retreats!
Camp YoliJwa Winter Retreats present a great opportunity for children and youth 
to experience a fun, rewarding weekend here at Camp during the school year!  If 
you were a youth camper here at YoliJwa this past summer, then you are eligible!  
Even if you weren’t a summer camper, but are 
currently in grades 3-12, we would love to see 
you too!  Camp offers three different winter 
weekend opportunities for kids to come see 
their friends, get a taste of camp that they’ve 
been missing since the summer, as well as a 
chance to reinforce some of the biblical truths 
they learned just a few months ago.  
Did we mention fun?  Not only 
can this weekend be important, 
but it will be packed with creative 
Christmas/winter themed games 
and activities, snow tubing and ice 
skating (weather permitting), along 
with all the great traditional YoliJwa 
aspects that kids love!  Join us for 
one of the most special times of year, 
at this very special place!  Registration 
forms are available online at www.
campyolijwa.org/docs-forms.

NURSE’S QUARTERS GETS MAJOR MAKE-OVER
An improvement project that was on the Camp’s To-Do 
list for the past five years has been to upgrade and expand 
the First-Aid room and Nurse’s bedroom which were last 
remodeled in 1980. Thanks to a generous gift from Pastor 
Jeffrey Parthemore from the estate of his late wife Linda 
Zeisloft Parthemore, the project was essentially fully-
funded. Plans were developed to remodel and modernize 
the existing first-aid room, add an ADA restroom with 
its own shower, create a separate ‘resting room’ for sick 
or injured campers to recover, and construct 
a new private bedroom and bathroom for 
the nurse. Construction began last fall with 
plans to be finished before the 2017 summer 
camping season. Most of the demolition 
and construction work was done by the 
Camp’s maintenance staff, along with faithful 
volunteer Norm Miller, Doubling Gap Church;  
local builder Ryan Zimmerman, Newburg Church;  volunteer painters Dave & Ike Williams; and 
our local contractor, Mt. Rock Flooring. Thanks to everyone for a job well-done!
Pastor Jeff unexpectedly passed away last December shortly after work began, so he never saw the 
fruit of his investment.  Memorial contributions for Jeff were also directed to Camp by his wife 
Kathy and used to provide furnishings and the finishing touches on what is a very professional and 
beautiful  addition to the Camp’s facilities. We praise the Lord for the life and service of Pastor Jeff 
Parthemore.

Director’s Room Built  
in Memory of Dr. K.E. Boldosser

As an extension of the Nurse’s remodeling 
project, a second bedroom with a private 
bathroom was also constructed this past spring. 
The ‘Director’s Room’ was added to the rear of 
the main lodge with an inside connection to 
the front desk office area. These quarters will 
now be used by both summer camp directors 

and retreat group leaders so that they have easy access to their work area and are 
readily available both day and night by camp staff and guests.  This new suite was 
made possible by a gift from the estate of Rev. Kenneth E. Boldosser who passed 
away in 2013. Dr. Boldosser was a fervent and faithful supporter of the developing 
Camp YoliJwa program during his ministry as church pastor and Conference 
Superintendent in the Churches of God.  Rev. Boldosser was a member of the Camp’s 
first Board of Directors after the purchase of Doubling Gap Center in 1946. Dr. ‘B’ 
also served for many years in the position of Camp Dean with responsibility for the 
curriculum and programs of all the summer YoliJwa Camps. It was under Dr. B’s 
leadership that Family Camp was added to the YoliJwa program in 1968 for which 
he personally served as co-director for many years. We are grateful for the vision and 
leadership of Dr. Boldosser during the early years of Camp YoliJwa and his faithful 
support as the ministry grew and produced much fruit for God’s kingdom. 

The Camp now has two beautiful,  first-floor suites for summer staff and guests 
groups to use and enjoy. Special thanks to Amy, Andrea, and Kerry for helping with 
the design, furnishings, and decor of these new rooms to make them extra nice!

More Improvements 
Planned….

Porch Project - How would you like to start 
painting the 398 foot long porch that wraps 
around the 
Camp’s main 
lodge? Well, 
that work 
has already 
begun this 
fall as part 
of the larger 
project to beautify and improve the main 
porch area. In addition to re-painting the 
floor, we plan to install painted-steel soffit 
to cover the exposed wood rafters as a 
better long-term solution than repainting. 
We will also use this opportunity to replace 
the existing porch light fixtures and wiring 
(probably installed in the 1940’s) with 
new, energy-efficient LED, flush-mounted 
fixtures. This work is scheduled to happen 
during the winter months and should 
bring a clean, fresh look to our porch area 
before next summer. Projected cost for 
this ‘Porch Project’ is about $40,000 and 
designated donations would be welcome and 
appreciated.

Improved Water System – Camp continues 
to be blessed with a dependable source of 
pure, mountain spring water that has served 
this facility since the mid-1800’s. Because 

Staff Spotlights
Dan Graham – 30 Years and 
counting. Dan, better known 
as “Digger”, began his full-
time employment at DGC in 
November of 1987 as the Camp’s 
Building & Grounds Supervisor. 
Dan’s never-ending duties 
include maintenance and repairs 
in all the Camp’s buildings; 
keeping the  equipment and 
utilities operating;  caring for the grounds by mowing, clearing trails, 
cutting firewood; operating the Camp’s wastewater treatment plant; 
and leading both big and small building projects each and every year.

Dan married Carol Thumma in 1981 and still lives in the home he 
built along the Walnut Bottom Road between Newville and Carlisle. 
They have three adult children: Peter, Mark and his wife Lindsey, and 
Danielle, all living in the Newville area. Dan enjoys spending time with 
his family, weekend camping at local state parks, and about anything 
else that includes his two grandkids Konnor-7 and  Jordyn-4. Dan also 
enjoys high school sporting events and is a long-standing member of 
the “Big Spring Chain Gang” working the sidelines at home football 
games. Dan and Carol are active members of the South Fairview 
Church of God.

Dan appreciates being part of the Camp’s ministry and especially 
enjoys meeting and working with so many good people over the years 

(continued on page 5) (continued on page 5)

CAMP YOLIJWA
WINTER RETREATS

MOST WANTED
Battery Powered Shop-Vac. . . . $100
Base Camp Water Filters . . . . . $100
6-gallon Vertical  
     Air Compressor . . . . . . . . . . $150
GoPro Hero Plus . . . . . . . . . . . . $150 
Wireless Microphone set . . . . . $150
New Electric Belt Sander . . . . . $250
Custom Corn Hole Sets (2) . . . $400
DSLR Photo/Video Camera. . . $750

Thanks to those who have 
made it possible for Camp to 
get these previously advertised 
“Most Wanted” items:  KanJam 
Disc Games, Adjustable Canoe 
Paddles, Gym Scooters, Laser 
Transit, Portable Whiteboard, 
and a New Bandsaw!

Junior Blast
3rd-5th Grade
December 1-3
Cost:  $90

Junior High Breakaway
6th-8th Grade
December 8-10
Cost:  $90

Senior High Bash
9th-12th Grade
December 15-16
Cost:  $44

Registration forms available at www.campyolijwa.org

Mark your calendars 
NOW for our Annual 
Family Winter Picnic!

Sunday, January 28 
3-7 p.m.

This year’s theme is  
“The Winter Yolympics”

Join in the fun by dressing for 
the Winter Olympics!

Enjoy family games along 
with many more activities at 
Camp!

Hot dogs, macaroni & cheese, 
and drink provided by the 
Camp.

Each family is asked to bring 
a side dish to share:  Last 
name A-I: Salty Snack; J-Q: 
Salad (vegetable/fruit/pasta/
potato); R-Z: Dessert
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2017 CAMP YOLIJWA SUMMER STAFF
“Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God.” Romans 15:17

Each and every summer, a special group of youth and young adults 
answer God’s call to serve at Camp YoliJwa!  We were once again 
blessed, and very grateful, for this special group of people.  We look 
forward to welcoming many of them back in 2018!
Front (L to R):  Ian Lay, Maintenance; Jimmy Wolfe, Maintenance; 
Logan Engle, Nature; Mike Baker, Activity; Alex Shearer, Technology; 
Logan Zahora, Kitchen; Kyle Whisler, Kitchen
2nd Row (L to R):  Ryan Long, Program Coordinator; Hannah Britcher, 
Music; Rachel Sandman, Lifeguard; Maddy Kinney, Craft; Richelle 
Corty, Wilderness Coordinator; Deanna McNece, Kitchen; Alyssa McNece, Kitchen; Caitlyn Chute, Kitchen; Steve Long, Director
*Campers this past summer enjoyed the addition of a permanent 9 Square in the Air game! (Pictured in background)  Special thanks 
to the guys from Burke Fabrication for this sturdy outdoor addition!

DGC Children’s Fishing Derby
On October 15, DGC hosted its 7th annual Children’s Fishing Derby 
at Lake Henrietta.  Adults and children alike look forward to an 
afternoon spent lakeside, anticipating the opportunity to ‘land the big 
one’!  Close to 200 people circled the camp’s lake 
in an effort to catch what turned out to be some 
elusive fish, on this sunny 80 degree afternoon.  
Heavy rains and high waters during the days 
leading up to the event made catching these 
rainbow trout a bit trickier than in years past.  
Still, some dandy fish were reeled to shore by 
many of these young 
fishermen, with hopes 
of securing one of the 
few prizes that were 
handed out at the 
end of the day.  Trent 
Davis took home this 
year’s title of ‘longest 
fish’ with a 20 inch 
Rainbow Trout!  Join 
us next fall, for an afternoon of fish, fun, and fellowship!

From the Director’s Desk

New Cabins Getting 
Steady Fall Use
It’s been a little over one year since the Camp’s new 
cabins received their final ‘Certificate of Occupancy’ in 
September of 2016. During the final three months of 
2016, there were three different church groups and five 
different family groups totaling 72 campers that enjoyed 
a night or weekend at the cabins. Honors go to Pastor 
George Spangler and twelve men of our Turning Point 
Church of God who were the first official rental group to 
use the cabins. Also, during those final months of 2016, 
the $50,000 debt remaining on the $780,000 project was 
completely PAID with an amazing response of year-end 
donations from the many ‘Friends of Camp’ through-
out the Church of God family. Thanks to each and every 
supporter of these new additions to the Camp’s facility. In 
recognition, donations totaling $1000 or more during the 
3-year campaign, will be included in our “Cabin Crew” 
and listed on one of the donor plaques being prepared for 
display in each of the four cabins. Each cabin will soon 
bear the name of a common Camp tree; namely, Oak, 
Cedar, Poplar, and Sycamore. See if you can find a Bible 
reference for each of these trees.
Since the Cabins were re-opened for the season in April 
through October, there have been 10 different church 
groups with 145 people plus 15 individual families with 
82 grandparents, parents and children that have spent 
a unique night or two in the Doubling Gap woodlands.  
This year, we plan to keep one or two of the cabins 
open and heated throughout the winter season. So, as 
long as weather conditions allow access through the 
woods, families or small groups may inquire about their 
availability.  Current rates are $50 per night per cabin plus 
a nightly occupancy fee of $10 per adult and $5 per child.
If you are not familiar with the new cabins, plan an  
on-site visit or check out the Camp’s webpage at  
www.campyolijwa.org to see pictures of the units.

Camp YoliJwa Winter Retreats!
Camp YoliJwa Winter Retreats present a great opportunity for children and youth 
to experience a fun, rewarding weekend here at Camp during the school year!  If 
you were a youth camper here at YoliJwa this past summer, then you are eligible!  
Even if you weren’t a summer camper, but are 
currently in grades 3-12, we would love to see 
you too!  Camp offers three different winter 
weekend opportunities for kids to come see 
their friends, get a taste of camp that they’ve 
been missing since the summer, as well as a 
chance to reinforce some of the biblical truths 
they learned just a few months ago.  
Did we mention fun?  Not only 
can this weekend be important, 
but it will be packed with creative 
Christmas/winter themed games 
and activities, snow tubing and ice 
skating (weather permitting), along 
with all the great traditional YoliJwa 
aspects that kids love!  Join us for 
one of the most special times of year, 
at this very special place!  Registration 
forms are available online at www.
campyolijwa.org/docs-forms.

NURSE’S QUARTERS GETS MAJOR MAKE-OVER
An improvement project that was on the Camp’s To-Do 
list for the past five years has been to upgrade and expand 
the First-Aid room and Nurse’s bedroom which were last 
remodeled in 1980. Thanks to a generous gift from Pastor 
Jeffrey Parthemore from the estate of his late wife Linda 
Zeisloft Parthemore, the project was essentially fully-
funded. Plans were developed to remodel and modernize 
the existing first-aid room, add an ADA restroom with 
its own shower, create a separate ‘resting room’ for sick 
or injured campers to recover, and construct 
a new private bedroom and bathroom for 
the nurse. Construction began last fall with 
plans to be finished before the 2017 summer 
camping season. Most of the demolition 
and construction work was done by the 
Camp’s maintenance staff, along with faithful 
volunteer Norm Miller, Doubling Gap Church;  
local builder Ryan Zimmerman, Newburg Church;  volunteer painters Dave & Ike Williams; and 
our local contractor, Mt. Rock Flooring. Thanks to everyone for a job well-done!
Pastor Jeff unexpectedly passed away last December shortly after work began, so he never saw the 
fruit of his investment.  Memorial contributions for Jeff were also directed to Camp by his wife 
Kathy and used to provide furnishings and the finishing touches on what is a very professional and 
beautiful  addition to the Camp’s facilities. We praise the Lord for the life and service of Pastor Jeff 
Parthemore.

Director’s Room Built  
in Memory of Dr. K.E. Boldosser

As an extension of the Nurse’s remodeling 
project, a second bedroom with a private 
bathroom was also constructed this past spring. 
The ‘Director’s Room’ was added to the rear of 
the main lodge with an inside connection to 
the front desk office area. These quarters will 
now be used by both summer camp directors 

and retreat group leaders so that they have easy access to their work area and are 
readily available both day and night by camp staff and guests.  This new suite was 
made possible by a gift from the estate of Rev. Kenneth E. Boldosser who passed 
away in 2013. Dr. Boldosser was a fervent and faithful supporter of the developing 
Camp YoliJwa program during his ministry as church pastor and Conference 
Superintendent in the Churches of God.  Rev. Boldosser was a member of the Camp’s 
first Board of Directors after the purchase of Doubling Gap Center in 1946. Dr. ‘B’ 
also served for many years in the position of Camp Dean with responsibility for the 
curriculum and programs of all the summer YoliJwa Camps. It was under Dr. B’s 
leadership that Family Camp was added to the YoliJwa program in 1968 for which 
he personally served as co-director for many years. We are grateful for the vision and 
leadership of Dr. Boldosser during the early years of Camp YoliJwa and his faithful 
support as the ministry grew and produced much fruit for God’s kingdom. 

The Camp now has two beautiful,  first-floor suites for summer staff and guests 
groups to use and enjoy. Special thanks to Amy, Andrea, and Kerry for helping with 
the design, furnishings, and decor of these new rooms to make them extra nice!

More Improvements 
Planned….

Porch Project - How would you like to start 
painting the 398 foot long porch that wraps 
around the 
Camp’s main 
lodge? Well, 
that work 
has already 
begun this 
fall as part 
of the larger 
project to beautify and improve the main 
porch area. In addition to re-painting the 
floor, we plan to install painted-steel soffit 
to cover the exposed wood rafters as a 
better long-term solution than repainting. 
We will also use this opportunity to replace 
the existing porch light fixtures and wiring 
(probably installed in the 1940’s) with 
new, energy-efficient LED, flush-mounted 
fixtures. This work is scheduled to happen 
during the winter months and should 
bring a clean, fresh look to our porch area 
before next summer. Projected cost for 
this ‘Porch Project’ is about $40,000 and 
designated donations would be welcome and 
appreciated.

Improved Water System – Camp continues 
to be blessed with a dependable source of 
pure, mountain spring water that has served 
this facility since the mid-1800’s. Because 

Staff Spotlights
Dan Graham – 30 Years and 
counting. Dan, better known 
as “Digger”, began his full-
time employment at DGC in 
November of 1987 as the Camp’s 
Building & Grounds Supervisor. 
Dan’s never-ending duties 
include maintenance and repairs 
in all the Camp’s buildings; 
keeping the  equipment and 
utilities operating;  caring for the grounds by mowing, clearing trails, 
cutting firewood; operating the Camp’s wastewater treatment plant; 
and leading both big and small building projects each and every year.

Dan married Carol Thumma in 1981 and still lives in the home he 
built along the Walnut Bottom Road between Newville and Carlisle. 
They have three adult children: Peter, Mark and his wife Lindsey, and 
Danielle, all living in the Newville area. Dan enjoys spending time with 
his family, weekend camping at local state parks, and about anything 
else that includes his two grandkids Konnor-7 and  Jordyn-4. Dan also 
enjoys high school sporting events and is a long-standing member of 
the “Big Spring Chain Gang” working the sidelines at home football 
games. Dan and Carol are active members of the South Fairview 
Church of God.

Dan appreciates being part of the Camp’s ministry and especially 
enjoys meeting and working with so many good people over the years 

(continued on page 5) (continued on page 5)

CAMP YOLIJWA
WINTER RETREATS

MOST WANTED
Battery Powered Shop-Vac. . . . $100
Base Camp Water Filters . . . . . $100
6-gallon Vertical  
     Air Compressor . . . . . . . . . . $150
GoPro Hero Plus . . . . . . . . . . . . $150 
Wireless Microphone set . . . . . $150
New Electric Belt Sander . . . . . $250
Custom Corn Hole Sets (2) . . . $400
DSLR Photo/Video Camera. . . $750

Thanks to those who have 
made it possible for Camp to 
get these previously advertised 
“Most Wanted” items:  KanJam 
Disc Games, Adjustable Canoe 
Paddles, Gym Scooters, Laser 
Transit, Portable Whiteboard, 
and a New Bandsaw!

Junior Blast
3rd-5th Grade
December 1-3
Cost:  $90

Junior High Breakaway
6th-8th Grade
December 8-10
Cost:  $90

Senior High Bash
9th-12th Grade
December 15-16
Cost:  $44

Registration forms available at www.campyolijwa.org

Mark your calendars 
NOW for our Annual 
Family Winter Picnic!

Sunday, January 28 
3-7 p.m.

This year’s theme is  
“The Winter Yolympics”

Join in the fun by dressing for 
the Winter Olympics!

Enjoy family games along 
with many more activities at 
Camp!

Hot dogs, macaroni & cheese, 
and drink provided by the 
Camp.

Each family is asked to bring 
a side dish to share:  Last 
name A-I: Salty Snack; J-Q: 
Salad (vegetable/fruit/pasta/
potato); R-Z: Dessert
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2017 CAMP YOLIJWA SUMMER STAFF
“Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God.” Romans 15:17

Each and every summer, a special group of youth and young adults 
answer God’s call to serve at Camp YoliJwa!  We were once again 
blessed, and very grateful, for this special group of people.  We look 
forward to welcoming many of them back in 2018!
Front (L to R):  Ian Lay, Maintenance; Jimmy Wolfe, Maintenance; 
Logan Engle, Nature; Mike Baker, Activity; Alex Shearer, Technology; 
Logan Zahora, Kitchen; Kyle Whisler, Kitchen
2nd Row (L to R):  Ryan Long, Program Coordinator; Hannah Britcher, 
Music; Rachel Sandman, Lifeguard; Maddy Kinney, Craft; Richelle 
Corty, Wilderness Coordinator; Deanna McNece, Kitchen; Alyssa McNece, Kitchen; Caitlyn Chute, Kitchen; Steve Long, Director
*Campers this past summer enjoyed the addition of a permanent 9 Square in the Air game! (Pictured in background)  Special thanks 
to the guys from Burke Fabrication for this sturdy outdoor addition!

DGC Children’s Fishing Derby
On October 15, DGC hosted its 7th annual Children’s Fishing Derby 
at Lake Henrietta.  Adults and children alike look forward to an 
afternoon spent lakeside, anticipating the opportunity to ‘land the big 
one’!  Close to 200 people circled the camp’s lake 
in an effort to catch what turned out to be some 
elusive fish, on this sunny 80 degree afternoon.  
Heavy rains and high waters during the days 
leading up to the event made catching these 
rainbow trout a bit trickier than in years past.  
Still, some dandy fish were reeled to shore by 
many of these young 
fishermen, with hopes 
of securing one of the 
few prizes that were 
handed out at the 
end of the day.  Trent 
Davis took home this 
year’s title of ‘longest 
fish’ with a 20 inch 
Rainbow Trout!  Join 
us next fall, for an afternoon of fish, fun, and fellowship!

From the Director’s Desk

New Cabins Getting 
Steady Fall Use
It’s been a little over one year since the Camp’s new 
cabins received their final ‘Certificate of Occupancy’ in 
September of 2016. During the final three months of 
2016, there were three different church groups and five 
different family groups totaling 72 campers that enjoyed 
a night or weekend at the cabins. Honors go to Pastor 
George Spangler and twelve men of our Turning Point 
Church of God who were the first official rental group to 
use the cabins. Also, during those final months of 2016, 
the $50,000 debt remaining on the $780,000 project was 
completely PAID with an amazing response of year-end 
donations from the many ‘Friends of Camp’ through-
out the Church of God family. Thanks to each and every 
supporter of these new additions to the Camp’s facility. In 
recognition, donations totaling $1000 or more during the 
3-year campaign, will be included in our “Cabin Crew” 
and listed on one of the donor plaques being prepared for 
display in each of the four cabins. Each cabin will soon 
bear the name of a common Camp tree; namely, Oak, 
Cedar, Poplar, and Sycamore. See if you can find a Bible 
reference for each of these trees.
Since the Cabins were re-opened for the season in April 
through October, there have been 10 different church 
groups with 145 people plus 15 individual families with 
82 grandparents, parents and children that have spent 
a unique night or two in the Doubling Gap woodlands.  
This year, we plan to keep one or two of the cabins 
open and heated throughout the winter season. So, as 
long as weather conditions allow access through the 
woods, families or small groups may inquire about their 
availability.  Current rates are $50 per night per cabin plus 
a nightly occupancy fee of $10 per adult and $5 per child.
If you are not familiar with the new cabins, plan an  
on-site visit or check out the Camp’s webpage at  
www.campyolijwa.org to see pictures of the units.

Camp YoliJwa Winter Retreats!
Camp YoliJwa Winter Retreats present a great opportunity for children and youth 
to experience a fun, rewarding weekend here at Camp during the school year!  If 
you were a youth camper here at YoliJwa this past summer, then you are eligible!  
Even if you weren’t a summer camper, but are 
currently in grades 3-12, we would love to see 
you too!  Camp offers three different winter 
weekend opportunities for kids to come see 
their friends, get a taste of camp that they’ve 
been missing since the summer, as well as a 
chance to reinforce some of the biblical truths 
they learned just a few months ago.  
Did we mention fun?  Not only 
can this weekend be important, 
but it will be packed with creative 
Christmas/winter themed games 
and activities, snow tubing and ice 
skating (weather permitting), along 
with all the great traditional YoliJwa 
aspects that kids love!  Join us for 
one of the most special times of year, 
at this very special place!  Registration 
forms are available online at www.
campyolijwa.org/docs-forms.

NURSE’S QUARTERS GETS MAJOR MAKE-OVER
An improvement project that was on the Camp’s To-Do 
list for the past five years has been to upgrade and expand 
the First-Aid room and Nurse’s bedroom which were last 
remodeled in 1980. Thanks to a generous gift from Pastor 
Jeffrey Parthemore from the estate of his late wife Linda 
Zeisloft Parthemore, the project was essentially fully-
funded. Plans were developed to remodel and modernize 
the existing first-aid room, add an ADA restroom with 
its own shower, create a separate ‘resting room’ for sick 
or injured campers to recover, and construct 
a new private bedroom and bathroom for 
the nurse. Construction began last fall with 
plans to be finished before the 2017 summer 
camping season. Most of the demolition 
and construction work was done by the 
Camp’s maintenance staff, along with faithful 
volunteer Norm Miller, Doubling Gap Church;  
local builder Ryan Zimmerman, Newburg Church;  volunteer painters Dave & Ike Williams; and 
our local contractor, Mt. Rock Flooring. Thanks to everyone for a job well-done!
Pastor Jeff unexpectedly passed away last December shortly after work began, so he never saw the 
fruit of his investment.  Memorial contributions for Jeff were also directed to Camp by his wife 
Kathy and used to provide furnishings and the finishing touches on what is a very professional and 
beautiful  addition to the Camp’s facilities. We praise the Lord for the life and service of Pastor Jeff 
Parthemore.

Director’s Room Built  
in Memory of Dr. K.E. Boldosser

As an extension of the Nurse’s remodeling 
project, a second bedroom with a private 
bathroom was also constructed this past spring. 
The ‘Director’s Room’ was added to the rear of 
the main lodge with an inside connection to 
the front desk office area. These quarters will 
now be used by both summer camp directors 

and retreat group leaders so that they have easy access to their work area and are 
readily available both day and night by camp staff and guests.  This new suite was 
made possible by a gift from the estate of Rev. Kenneth E. Boldosser who passed 
away in 2013. Dr. Boldosser was a fervent and faithful supporter of the developing 
Camp YoliJwa program during his ministry as church pastor and Conference 
Superintendent in the Churches of God.  Rev. Boldosser was a member of the Camp’s 
first Board of Directors after the purchase of Doubling Gap Center in 1946. Dr. ‘B’ 
also served for many years in the position of Camp Dean with responsibility for the 
curriculum and programs of all the summer YoliJwa Camps. It was under Dr. B’s 
leadership that Family Camp was added to the YoliJwa program in 1968 for which 
he personally served as co-director for many years. We are grateful for the vision and 
leadership of Dr. Boldosser during the early years of Camp YoliJwa and his faithful 
support as the ministry grew and produced much fruit for God’s kingdom. 

The Camp now has two beautiful,  first-floor suites for summer staff and guests 
groups to use and enjoy. Special thanks to Amy, Andrea, and Kerry for helping with 
the design, furnishings, and decor of these new rooms to make them extra nice!

More Improvements 
Planned….

Porch Project - How would you like to start 
painting the 398 foot long porch that wraps 
around the 
Camp’s main 
lodge? Well, 
that work 
has already 
begun this 
fall as part 
of the larger 
project to beautify and improve the main 
porch area. In addition to re-painting the 
floor, we plan to install painted-steel soffit 
to cover the exposed wood rafters as a 
better long-term solution than repainting. 
We will also use this opportunity to replace 
the existing porch light fixtures and wiring 
(probably installed in the 1940’s) with 
new, energy-efficient LED, flush-mounted 
fixtures. This work is scheduled to happen 
during the winter months and should 
bring a clean, fresh look to our porch area 
before next summer. Projected cost for 
this ‘Porch Project’ is about $40,000 and 
designated donations would be welcome and 
appreciated.

Improved Water System – Camp continues 
to be blessed with a dependable source of 
pure, mountain spring water that has served 
this facility since the mid-1800’s. Because 

Staff Spotlights
Dan Graham – 30 Years and 
counting. Dan, better known 
as “Digger”, began his full-
time employment at DGC in 
November of 1987 as the Camp’s 
Building & Grounds Supervisor. 
Dan’s never-ending duties 
include maintenance and repairs 
in all the Camp’s buildings; 
keeping the  equipment and 
utilities operating;  caring for the grounds by mowing, clearing trails, 
cutting firewood; operating the Camp’s wastewater treatment plant; 
and leading both big and small building projects each and every year.

Dan married Carol Thumma in 1981 and still lives in the home he 
built along the Walnut Bottom Road between Newville and Carlisle. 
They have three adult children: Peter, Mark and his wife Lindsey, and 
Danielle, all living in the Newville area. Dan enjoys spending time with 
his family, weekend camping at local state parks, and about anything 
else that includes his two grandkids Konnor-7 and  Jordyn-4. Dan also 
enjoys high school sporting events and is a long-standing member of 
the “Big Spring Chain Gang” working the sidelines at home football 
games. Dan and Carol are active members of the South Fairview 
Church of God.

Dan appreciates being part of the Camp’s ministry and especially 
enjoys meeting and working with so many good people over the years 
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CAMP YOLIJWA
WINTER RETREATS

MOST WANTED
Battery Powered Shop-Vac. . . . $100
Base Camp Water Filters . . . . . $100
6-gallon Vertical  
     Air Compressor . . . . . . . . . . $150
GoPro Hero Plus . . . . . . . . . . . . $150 
Wireless Microphone set . . . . . $150
New Electric Belt Sander . . . . . $250
Custom Corn Hole Sets (2) . . . $400
DSLR Photo/Video Camera. . . $750

Thanks to those who have 
made it possible for Camp to 
get these previously advertised 
“Most Wanted” items:  KanJam 
Disc Games, Adjustable Canoe 
Paddles, Gym Scooters, Laser 
Transit, Portable Whiteboard, 
and a New Bandsaw!

Junior Blast
3rd-5th Grade
December 1-3
Cost:  $90

Junior High Breakaway
6th-8th Grade
December 8-10
Cost:  $90

Senior High Bash
9th-12th Grade
December 15-16
Cost:  $44

Registration forms available at www.campyolijwa.org

Mark your calendars 
NOW for our Annual 
Family Winter Picnic!

Sunday, January 28 
3-7 p.m.

This year’s theme is  
“The Winter Yolympics”

Join in the fun by dressing for 
the Winter Olympics!

Enjoy family games along 
with many more activities at 
Camp!

Hot dogs, macaroni & cheese, 
and drink provided by the 
Camp.

Each family is asked to bring 
a side dish to share:  Last 
name A-I: Salty Snack; J-Q: 
Salad (vegetable/fruit/pasta/
potato); R-Z: Dessert



“...His Works are Wonderful, we know that full well.”
We serve a God of “works”.  One who worked six days in creating 
all that we have and see, before resting on the seventh.  A God 
that began a good work in us. He who works for the good of those 
who love him.  Indeed, we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works!  The summer of 2017 here at Camp 
YoliJwa impressed upon our campers a very important aspect 
found in Psalm 139:14….that we are fearfully and wonderfully 
MADE.  However, the 
second portion of that 
verse didn’t get much 
attention this summer, 
and that is, “your 
works are wonderful, 
I know that full well.” 
Reflecting on the 
work of God through 
the camp ministry in 
2017 is very much like 
viewing a wonderful 
work.  You’ll read in this 
publication wonderful 
works such as facility 
improvements, works 
of service by faithful 
servants, and much more.  
Above all, God’s wonderful works 
were on full display here through 
Camp YoliJwa, and we feel it 
is important to celebrate, and 
recognize, all that he hath done!

One for the Record Books
Viewing numbers in search of success can be a dangerous 
approach, however it does allow us to gauge our growth, and 
more importantly the work that we’re trying to accomplish here 
on the mountain.  2017 was a year that has set the bar high, 
in fact, more campers attended Camp YoliJwa programs this 
past year than any other year in history!  2089 campers graced 
these holy grounds through winter retreats and summer camps; 
and through this ministry, almost 100 young people made the 
decision to give their lives to Jesus Christ!  PTL!  To continue 
to attain growth in camper attendance, offering more programs 
has been essential.  This past year, Camp YoliJwa offered 21 
different camping programs that gave children of all ages, 
families, those with special needs, and adults, the opportunity to 
share in Christian living experiences.  To host all these campers, 
one would imagine that a large crop of volunteer staff would be 
necessary, and it sure was!  In total, 446 VOLUNTEER staff gave 

of their time to come, and serve faithfully by working within the 
context of our Camp YoliJwa programs.  We are very grateful for 
so many that believe in the work of God here that they’ll give of 
their precious time.

Wilderness Cabin Camps Set All-Time Highs
Almost five years ago, the Doubling Gap Center Board of 
Directors set a plan in motion to improve the wilderness camp 
facilities.  This plan involved replacing the 20+ year old two-man 
tents, with new lakeside cabins that would not only immediately 
improve the summer camping accommodations, but also provide 
an offseason retreat option for DGC guests.  That vision was 
not only cast, but completed about 18 months ago.  In that 
time, two summer camping seasons have passed, and to say 
that our Wilderness Camp staff and campers have enjoyed the 
new structures, is probably a bit of an understatement.  Those 
programs have not changed, still focused on a much more 
wilderness centered approach and education than that of our 
resident main lodge youth campers, but it has become clear that 
the upgraded facilities have attracted more campers to these 
wilderness programs. 
These four camping 
options, offering 
programs for anyone 
entering grades 7-12, 
hosted 97 campers in 
the summer of 2017!  A 
few of these camps may 
have actually been TOO 
full, prompting 
offseason 
discussions that 
have centered 
around an 
additional week 
of Wilderness 
Cabin Camp to 
be offered the 
summer of 2018 
(stay tuned).  All 
in all, God’s work 
has certainly been 
seen in this small 
group camping 
venture that we 
affectionately refer 
to as ‘Wilderness 
Camp’.
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2018 CAMP YOLIJWA SCHEDULE 
YOUTH RECOMMENDED WEEK ALTERNATE WEEK
CAMPS FOR THOSE ENTERING FOR THOSE ENTERING DATE
Youth 10th-12th --- June 10-16
9th Grade 9th 10th June 17-23
8th Grade 8th 9th July 1-7
7th Grade 7th 8th July 8-14
6th Grade 6th 7th July 15-21
5th Grade 5th 6th July 22-28
4th Grade 4th 5th August 5-9
3rd Grade 3rd 4th August 10-12
Father/Son K-2nd  --- July 28-29
Mother/Daughter K-2nd  --- August 12-13

WILDERNESS CABIN CAMPS 
Wilderness Adventure 10th-12th --- July 1-7
Sr. High Wilderness 10th-12th --- July 8-14
9th Grade Wilderness 9th 10th July 15-21
8th Grade Wilderness 8th 9th July 22-28
7th Grade Wilderness 7th 8th August 5-11

ADULT CAMPS & RETREATS AGE LEVEL DATE
Camp HOPE (Intellectually Disabled) 16+ June 3-8
Family Bible Camp All Ages June 24-30
Adult Fellowship Camp 50+ August 20-24
Bike Trek Adults (18+) Sept. 28-30

YOUTH WINTER RETREATS AGE DATE 
Junior Blast 3rd-5th Graders December 7-9
Junior High Breakaway 6th-8th Graders December 14-16
Senior High Bash 9th-12th Graders December 21-22

2018 EVENTS FOR DATE
Winter Picnic All Ages January 28
Camp Leaders’ Workshop Directors & Core Staff February 3
Hike-N-Rock-R-Thon Youth & Adults May 12
YoliJwa Staff Workshop 2018 Volunteer Staff June 1-2
Open House, Carnival & BBQ All Ages June 9
Children’s Fishing Derby Ages 5-15 October 14
DGC Appreciation Banquet 2018 Supporters November 17

•  Fall Events Update
•  Camp Improvements
•  Staff Spotlights
•  2018 YoliJwa Schedule 
•  Camp Yolijwa Winter Retreats

this spring originates up the mountain 
along the Flat-Rock Trail, it comes 
into our building at 100 lbs natural 
pressure, which is actually higher 
than recommended for most modern 
fixtures.  Also, the spring water has 
become increasingly acidic (now about 
6.0 pH) over the years which also has 
an adverse effect on our building’s 
plumbing. So, we have secured Negley’s 
Water out of Greencastle, PA to custom 
design a water treatment system that 
will both reduce the water pressure 
and increase the pH while maintaining 
our water’s purity and quality. The 
proposed system still needs approval 
from the proper state agency and 
then will be scheduled for installation 
sometime this winter.  Projected cost 
for the water system is about $28,000 
and designated donations would be 
welcome and appreciated. 

Girl’s Dorm Restrooms – A common 
‘suggestion’ we receive from our 
summer camp staff is to remodel 
the restrooms in the girl’s dorm. We 
don’t hear so much about the boy’s 
restrooms … go figure. So, we are 
hoping to find time this winter or early 
spring to replace the sinks, counters, 
faucets and  give these important 
rooms a general make-over.  Projected 
cost is $5,000.

Refinish Lobby Floor  - If time and 
scheduling allows, we would like to do 
some repairs and refinish the original 
wood floor in our main lobby. 

who have come to Camp as volunteers to help with the Camp’s 
ongoing needs. May the Lord continue to bless Dan and the 
Camp through his ministry.

Kathy Myers – 10 Years of Service.  Kathy began working at 
Camp in 2007 helping with the summer housekeeping duties. 
It wasn’t long before Kathy was also involved in our kitchen 
doing year-round weekend work as a very capable second-cook. 
Kathy was sharing her time and talents between Camp, the 

Newburg Church of God, and driving school 
bus. However, beginning this fall, Kathy has 
given-up her long-time bus driving job in 
order to be more involved at Camp in both 
the kitchen and additional housekeeping 
work keeping the new cabins cleaned and 
ready for our frequent guests. Kathy has 

become a key and valuable part of our Camp ministry team and 
we look forward to her continued service for years to come.

Camper Contact 
Available Digitally

In an effort to continue 
and cut down on printing 
costs, Doubling Gap 

Center will continue 
to offer the option 
of receiving this 

semi-annual publication 
electronically rather than through 
the mail.  If you are interested, please 
email secretary@campyolijwa.org and 
include your name and mailing address, 
along with the email address that you’d 
like it sent to. Other enclosures such 
as registration brochures and donor 
envelopes can be obtained from our 
website or requested from us here at 
Camp!  Our goal is to continue to keep 
you well connected to the happenings 
here in Doubling Gap, whether that is 
on paper or digitally!

 11th Annual Adult Bike Trek
The 2017 Bike Trek traveled to the C & O Canal National Historic Park, a 
hiker-biker path which travels along the Potomac River from Cumberland, 
MD to Washington, D.C.  The group biked 55 miles over two days and enjoyed 
seeing the history of this trail, plus Maryland’s Fort Frederick State Park.  Other 
highlights included worship around the campfire, Christian fellowship along the 
trail and experiencing the beauty of God’s creation with YoliJwa friends.  Each 
fall, the Bike Trek spends two nights camping and two days biking 50-60 miles in 
total.  If this is an activity and Christian retreat you would enjoy, consider joining 
in YoliJwa’s 2018 Bike Trek. We hope to see you there!
This is a short note from a 2017 Bike Trek participant…..” Thanks for another 
great YoliJwa Bike Trek!  The sweet fellowship on the trail, devotions and worship 
around the campfire and outreach opportunities that are part of this weekend—all 
under the YoliJwa umbrella—are truly a blessing.  The food as always was plentiful 
and delicious!  We are grateful we 
can still enjoy this camp connection!



“...His Works are Wonderful, we know that full well.”
We serve a God of “works”.  One who worked six days in creating 
all that we have and see, before resting on the seventh.  A God 
that began a good work in us. He who works for the good of those 
who love him.  Indeed, we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works!  The summer of 2017 here at Camp 
YoliJwa impressed upon our campers a very important aspect 
found in Psalm 139:14….that we are fearfully and wonderfully 
MADE.  However, the 
second portion of that 
verse didn’t get much 
attention this summer, 
and that is, “your 
works are wonderful, 
I know that full well.” 
Reflecting on the 
work of God through 
the camp ministry in 
2017 is very much like 
viewing a wonderful 
work.  You’ll read in this 
publication wonderful 
works such as facility 
improvements, works 
of service by faithful 
servants, and much more.  
Above all, God’s wonderful works 
were on full display here through 
Camp YoliJwa, and we feel it 
is important to celebrate, and 
recognize, all that he hath done!

One for the Record Books
Viewing numbers in search of success can be a dangerous 
approach, however it does allow us to gauge our growth, and 
more importantly the work that we’re trying to accomplish here 
on the mountain.  2017 was a year that has set the bar high, 
in fact, more campers attended Camp YoliJwa programs this 
past year than any other year in history!  2089 campers graced 
these holy grounds through winter retreats and summer camps; 
and through this ministry, almost 100 young people made the 
decision to give their lives to Jesus Christ!  PTL!  To continue 
to attain growth in camper attendance, offering more programs 
has been essential.  This past year, Camp YoliJwa offered 21 
different camping programs that gave children of all ages, 
families, those with special needs, and adults, the opportunity to 
share in Christian living experiences.  To host all these campers, 
one would imagine that a large crop of volunteer staff would be 
necessary, and it sure was!  In total, 446 VOLUNTEER staff gave 

of their time to come, and serve faithfully by working within the 
context of our Camp YoliJwa programs.  We are very grateful for 
so many that believe in the work of God here that they’ll give of 
their precious time.

Wilderness Cabin Camps Set All-Time Highs
Almost five years ago, the Doubling Gap Center Board of 
Directors set a plan in motion to improve the wilderness camp 
facilities.  This plan involved replacing the 20+ year old two-man 
tents, with new lakeside cabins that would not only immediately 
improve the summer camping accommodations, but also provide 
an offseason retreat option for DGC guests.  That vision was 
not only cast, but completed about 18 months ago.  In that 
time, two summer camping seasons have passed, and to say 
that our Wilderness Camp staff and campers have enjoyed the 
new structures, is probably a bit of an understatement.  Those 
programs have not changed, still focused on a much more 
wilderness centered approach and education than that of our 
resident main lodge youth campers, but it has become clear that 
the upgraded facilities have attracted more campers to these 
wilderness programs. 
These four camping 
options, offering 
programs for anyone 
entering grades 7-12, 
hosted 97 campers in 
the summer of 2017!  A 
few of these camps may 
have actually been TOO 
full, prompting 
offseason 
discussions that 
have centered 
around an 
additional week 
of Wilderness 
Cabin Camp to 
be offered the 
summer of 2018 
(stay tuned).  All 
in all, God’s work 
has certainly been 
seen in this small 
group camping 
venture that we 
affectionately refer 
to as ‘Wilderness 
Camp’.
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Winter Retreat Registrations 
available @ 

www.campyolijwa.org!
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2018 CAMP YOLIJWA SCHEDULE 
YOUTH RECOMMENDED WEEK ALTERNATE WEEK
CAMPS FOR THOSE ENTERING FOR THOSE ENTERING DATE
Youth 10th-12th --- June 10-16
9th Grade 9th 10th June 17-23
8th Grade 8th 9th July 1-7
7th Grade 7th 8th July 8-14
6th Grade 6th 7th July 15-21
5th Grade 5th 6th July 22-28
4th Grade 4th 5th August 5-9
3rd Grade 3rd 4th August 10-12
Father/Son K-2nd  --- July 28-29
Mother/Daughter K-2nd  --- August 12-13

WILDERNESS CABIN CAMPS 
Wilderness Adventure 10th-12th --- July 1-7
Sr. High Wilderness 10th-12th --- July 8-14
9th Grade Wilderness 9th 10th July 15-21
8th Grade Wilderness 8th 9th July 22-28
7th Grade Wilderness 7th 8th August 5-11

ADULT CAMPS & RETREATS AGE LEVEL DATE
Camp HOPE (Intellectually Disabled) 16+ June 3-8
Family Bible Camp All Ages June 24-30
Adult Fellowship Camp 50+ August 20-24
Bike Trek Adults (18+) Sept. 28-30

YOUTH WINTER RETREATS AGE DATE 
Junior Blast 3rd-5th Graders December 7-9
Junior High Breakaway 6th-8th Graders December 14-16
Senior High Bash 9th-12th Graders December 21-22

2018 EVENTS FOR DATE
Winter Picnic All Ages January 28
Camp Leaders’ Workshop Directors & Core Staff February 3
Hike-N-Rock-R-Thon Youth & Adults May 12
YoliJwa Staff Workshop 2018 Volunteer Staff June 1-2
Open House, Carnival & BBQ All Ages June 9
Children’s Fishing Derby Ages 5-15 October 14
DGC Appreciation Banquet 2018 Supporters November 17

•  Fall Events Update
•  Camp Improvements
•  Staff Spotlights
•  2018 YoliJwa Schedule 
•  Camp Yolijwa Winter Retreats

this spring originates up the mountain 
along the Flat-Rock Trail, it comes 
into our building at 100 lbs natural 
pressure, which is actually higher 
than recommended for most modern 
fixtures.  Also, the spring water has 
become increasingly acidic (now about 
6.0 pH) over the years which also has 
an adverse effect on our building’s 
plumbing. So, we have secured Negley’s 
Water out of Greencastle, PA to custom 
design a water treatment system that 
will both reduce the water pressure 
and increase the pH while maintaining 
our water’s purity and quality. The 
proposed system still needs approval 
from the proper state agency and 
then will be scheduled for installation 
sometime this winter.  Projected cost 
for the water system is about $28,000 
and designated donations would be 
welcome and appreciated. 

Girl’s Dorm Restrooms – A common 
‘suggestion’ we receive from our 
summer camp staff is to remodel 
the restrooms in the girl’s dorm. We 
don’t hear so much about the boy’s 
restrooms … go figure. So, we are 
hoping to find time this winter or early 
spring to replace the sinks, counters, 
faucets and  give these important 
rooms a general make-over.  Projected 
cost is $5,000.

Refinish Lobby Floor  - If time and 
scheduling allows, we would like to do 
some repairs and refinish the original 
wood floor in our main lobby. 

who have come to Camp as volunteers to help with the Camp’s 
ongoing needs. May the Lord continue to bless Dan and the 
Camp through his ministry.

Kathy Myers – 10 Years of Service.  Kathy began working at 
Camp in 2007 helping with the summer housekeeping duties. 
It wasn’t long before Kathy was also involved in our kitchen 
doing year-round weekend work as a very capable second-cook. 
Kathy was sharing her time and talents between Camp, the 

Newburg Church of God, and driving school 
bus. However, beginning this fall, Kathy has 
given-up her long-time bus driving job in 
order to be more involved at Camp in both 
the kitchen and additional housekeeping 
work keeping the new cabins cleaned and 
ready for our frequent guests. Kathy has 

become a key and valuable part of our Camp ministry team and 
we look forward to her continued service for years to come.

Camper Contact 
Available Digitally

In an effort to continue 
and cut down on printing 
costs, Doubling Gap 

Center will continue 
to offer the option 
of receiving this 

semi-annual publication 
electronically rather than through 
the mail.  If you are interested, please 
email secretary@campyolijwa.org and 
include your name and mailing address, 
along with the email address that you’d 
like it sent to. Other enclosures such 
as registration brochures and donor 
envelopes can be obtained from our 
website or requested from us here at 
Camp!  Our goal is to continue to keep 
you well connected to the happenings 
here in Doubling Gap, whether that is 
on paper or digitally!

 11th Annual Adult Bike Trek
The 2017 Bike Trek traveled to the C & O Canal National Historic Park, a 
hiker-biker path which travels along the Potomac River from Cumberland, 
MD to Washington, D.C.  The group biked 55 miles over two days and enjoyed 
seeing the history of this trail, plus Maryland’s Fort Frederick State Park.  Other 
highlights included worship around the campfire, Christian fellowship along the 
trail and experiencing the beauty of God’s creation with YoliJwa friends.  Each 
fall, the Bike Trek spends two nights camping and two days biking 50-60 miles in 
total.  If this is an activity and Christian retreat you would enjoy, consider joining 
in YoliJwa’s 2018 Bike Trek. We hope to see you there!
This is a short note from a 2017 Bike Trek participant…..” Thanks for another 
great YoliJwa Bike Trek!  The sweet fellowship on the trail, devotions and worship 
around the campfire and outreach opportunities that are part of this weekend—all 
under the YoliJwa umbrella—are truly a blessing.  The food as always was plentiful 
and delicious!  We are grateful we 
can still enjoy this camp connection!




