
WHAT’S HAPPENING AT CAMP?
Camp YoliJwa is preparing to embark on its 85th summer of 
providing Christian camping opportunities, and we want to take 
an opportunity to give God the glory for who He is, and how 
He continues to bless this ministry on the mountain.  As you’ll 
no doubt encounter in this newsletter, the Lord has continually 
allowed for growth to be seen, not just in the scope of the facilities 
here in Doubling Gap, but also through camping opportunities and 
the number of people making YoliJwa a key part of their summer 
plans.  Are you and yours planning to spend time at Camp YoliJwa 
this summer?  Enclosed, you’ll not only read of many opportunities 
you have to be a part of our summer ministry efforts, but also some 
great reasons why we want to see you here!

Volunteer Opportunities
Many of you are well aware of the reliance we have on 
volunteers in and throughout our summer camping 
ministry.  Whether those roles are found in our camp 
kitchen, a room counselor, or somewhere in between, 
Camp depends on over 300 individuals to give 
sacrificially of their time, to come and serve at Camp. 
At the time of printing, we 
still have counseling needs 
for the 2018 camping 
season.  Is God tugging 
on your heart to be a 
short term missionary this 
summer, and have a ton 
of fun while doing it?  By 
committing to a time of 
service here at YoliJwa, 
you are enabling a child 
to be taken OFF the 
waiting list, and into a life 
changing time spent at Camp!  We are still looking for male room 
counselors for MOST of our summer sessions, along with female 
counselors for a few of our Junior High programs!  We’d love to see 
you put your gifts to good use with us this summer.  Visit www.
campyolijwa.org , and apply online.

Another Wilderness Cabin Camp!
If you’ve kept up with our recent camp reports, you have read 
about the addition of wilderness cabins and the addition of 
more wilderness camps.  The facilities along with the vision 
for that specific style of camping has attracted more and more 
kids to the wilderness camp programs over the course of the 
past few summers.  In response, Camp YoliJwa has added a fifth 

summer wilderness camp to its schedule of offerings. 7th Grade 
Wilderness Camp will make its debut in 2018, giving campers 
going into or coming out of 7th grade the opportunity to attend 
a basic level wilderness program that will focus on the skills and 
activities they’ll encounter as they progress through that style of 
Christian camping.  Most of the camper’s time will be spent on site 
participating in boating, hiking, archery, and orienteering while a 
day trip is planned to visit local environmental attractions.  All of 
our wilderness cabin camps will maintain a small group camping 
experience, thus limiting the number of campers that can be 
accepted for each of these programs, so…..register early! 

Bible Released Time 
and Camp YoliJwa
Bible Released Time programs 
are opportunities for students 
(within public school districts 
that permit) to be excused 
for a period of time during a 
school day, and receive biblical 
education.  Some school 
districts in Central Pennsylvania 
are active participants in 

this unique program, utilizing area churches 
as host sites to conduct this ministry.  Through 
participation, scripture verse memorization, and 
other means students often have the chance to earn 
full or partial credit to attend a church camp over 
the summer months.  At their March meeting, the 
DGC Board of Directors moved to begin accepting 
any earned camp credits towards participation in 
Camp YoliJwa programs.  If you or someone you 

know attends released time and in turn has credit towards summer 
camp attendance, simply submit a copy of that voucher, coupon, 
or letter along with your camp registration form in order to receive 
equal credit against the cost of your Camp YoliJwa session.  We 
too value the importance of Bible based education and scripture 
memorization and have a desire to give our youth the option to 
attend Camp YoliJwa. 
Please contact us 
at the Camp if you 
have any questions 
regarding this 
exciting opportunity.
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BUILDING & GROUNDS IMPROVEMENTS CONTINUE …
It’s been a very busy ‘off-season’ here at Camp Yolijwa as the staff were involved in 
many small and several large facility improvement projects.
Front Porch Project –  One of the iconic features of Doubling Gap Center has 
always been the impressive wrap-around porch that is lined with over 100 inviting 
rocking chairs. During the pre-camp era, when the building was a four-star resort 
hotel, the porch was referred to as the “piazza” and provided a relaxing atmosphere 
for moonlit strolls as the nightly band played in the ballroom (auditorium). Since that 
turn-of-the-century time, the porch area has had little change other than replacing 
several sections of the original wooden floor. However, during this past winter, the 
grand porch has taken on a new, cleaner and fresher look as the exposed wooden 
ceiling joists have been covered with a painted, steel soffit material along with new 
LED lights to replace the former bare-bulb fixtures. The floor, railings, and beams are receiving 
a fresh coat of paint to complete the new look. The total make-over cost around $37,000, so 
designated donations for this improvement are still needed and welcomed. (Special thanks 
go out to the workers from Mt. Rock Remodeling, J.S. Electric, and to Ike Williams and his 
kid-brother, Pastor Dave, who painted the entire porch floor in less than a day… you guys still 
got-it!).
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Camper E-confirmations
Effective this spring, many of the campers that register for a 2018 
Camp YoliJwa program will now receive a confirmation email, 
rather than an envelope in the mail.  If your registration form 
includes an email address, you will receive a few emails from the 
camp not only confirming your registered status, but also including 
PDFs with some important information you need to know 
regarding your camp session.  For those returning campers, much 
of what you receive will look and sound familiar accompanied by a 
new camp specific letter.  One new action that will be required from 
those receiving these emails is that you will NOW PRINT a few 
files in order to bring the completed Health Information Form and 
Camper Care Form with you to Camp.  As with many things, the 
transition to a more digital approach does not always go seamlessly 
so if at any point you have questions or receive something 
electronically from the Camp that you are unsure of, please contact 
us.  See you this summer!

Kids need Camp!
Boy, is that the truth!  Kids do indeed need camp.  In an era where 
time outside is difficult to find, truth appears to be relative, and 
the word “busy” is the first thing out of everyone’s mouth, Camp 
YoliJwa offers not only a solution to each of these problems, but 
many more.  Are you on the fence about attending one of our 
programs?  Are you a parent of a potential camper and you’re 
having trouble “letting go?”  Here are five great reasons that a child 
should make Camp YoliJwa a part of their summer:
1) TRANSFORMED LIVES….At camp, young people have the 
mental room to consider some of the most important issues of 
life.  This break from the craziness of their regular routine allows 
campers to think about their future, to evaluate unhealthy patterns, 
and to discover the truth that God loves them and has an amazing 
plan for their lives.

2) ADULT MENTORS….According to researchers, kids spend on 
average less than 40 minutes in meaningful conversation with their 
parents each week. At Camp, caring Christian adults and counselors 
come alongside campers, helping them think through decisions and 
experiences in a way that will prepare them for their future.  Many 
campers point back to a positive role model they met at Camp 
YoliJwa as one who helped shape the direction of their lives.
3) NATURE AND EXPERIENCE….Camp YoliJwa is set in one of 
the most beautiful spots on the continent!  Campers explore nature, 
participate in new adventures and test their limits in a healthy 
environment surrounded by the grandeur of God’s creation.
4) LIFELONG FRIENDSHIPS….Good friends who exert positive 
peer pressure can make all the difference in a kid’s life.  Friendships 
with caring counselors and other campers, forged through shared 
experiences and the compressed time at camp, can last a lifetime 
and provide a connection that helps young people navigate the 
challenges of life.  This is true for every summer at YoliJwa, but 
especially in 2018 where we’ll focus on the theme “FORTRESS” 
, and discuss the value of a lifelong friendship with Jesus who is 

indeed our fortress.
5) TEMPORARY COMMUNITY….
In a setting separate from their daily 
routine, with an opportunity to shed 
the expectations and pressures of 
others, campers are freed up to truly be 
themselves, to live above the artificial 
limitations and blossom into who they 
were created to be in Christ!

WHATS HAPPENING AT CAMP? (continued)

(continued on page 4)

2018 Summer Camp Registration 
Brochures & Forms can be found at 
www.campyolijwa.org/docs-forms/



CHILDREN’S 
FISHING 
DERBY

October 14, 2018 
ages 5-15

Enjoy an afternoon of 
trout fishing on Lake 

Henrietta!
More information 

coming in August 2018! 
Mark your calendars 

now!
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OPEN HOUSE & CARNIVAL
Saturday, June 9, 2018  |  1-5 p.m.

Carnival Games from 1-4 p.m.
Bake Sale – Craft Show – Reptile Show

Swimming – Boating – Hay Rides – Live Music
Serving the Camp’s famous BBQ chicken throughout the afternoon!

½ Chicken Dinner……….$7.00
¼ Chicken Dinner……….$6.00
½ Chicken Only…………$5.00

Enjoy Our Open House!
Join us for Doubling Gap Center’s annual Open House and Carnival on 
Saturday June 9 from 1-5 p.m.  Activities for all ages are available throughout 
the day.  Come enjoy our facilities and play carnival games from 1 to 4 p.m.  
Listen to live contemporary music by Cornerstone Quartet.  Shop the bake 
sale and craft show.  Enjoy other camp activities—swimming, boating, hiking, 
hayrides, horseback riding, paintball and more!  BBQ chicken dinners, hot 
dogs, soft pretzels, cotton candy, ice cream, soda and other snacks can be 
purchased throughout the entire event.  Visit the Camp store where this year’s 
new apparel will be on display.  This is a great opportunity to show the Camp to 
new summer campers or any first-time visitors from your church family!

CRAFT SUPPLIES NEEDED
Camp YoliJwa is looking for some supplies to use during 
summer craft classes.  Donations needed include black 
spray paint & old baseballs!  If you have any of these 
items sitting around unused, consider bringing them 
to Camp on your next trip.  You’ll love to see the crafts 
your campers bring home this summer!

YOLIJWA STAFF WORKSHOP
June 1-2

Friday, June 1 | 7-10 p.m. | Required for first-time staff!
Saturday, June 2 | 9-12 noon | All 2018 staff

Lodging and meals (Saturday breakfast and lunch) provided
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Girl’s Dorm Restroom –  A second project completed this year was the 
remodeling of the first of two restrooms that serve the girl’s dormitory. The complete 
face-lift included new flooring, ceiling and lighting, ceramic tile on the walls, and 
a new countertop with sinks, faucets, and full length wall mirrors. The modernized 
facilities are much more attractive and will be easier to clean. The new restroom 

got ‘two-thumbs-up’ from the Roaring Spring and New Cumberland 
Church ‘retreaters’  who were our first camp guests to enjoy the 

remodeled facility. The second restroom will need to wait until 
after Thanksgiving when the Camp’s busy-ness slows down a 
bit. Remodeling these two restrooms will cost over $15,000 so 
designated donations are certainly needed and welcomed.

Selective Timber Harvesting – 
Also happening this past winter was the 
selective cutting of over 300 mature trees 
from the Camp’s 100+ acres of forested property. A small logging crew from Shade 
Mountain Forest Products out of McAllisterville, Pennsylvania spent several 
months removing selected trees that will allow new and improved growth within 
our forest. The collected logs are expected to net the Camp about $60,000 that will 
go directly into our Expansion Fund for future facility development. An additional 
benefit of the logging operation is the expansion and development of our network of 
hiking trails and access roads. It will obviously take some years for the woods and trails to regain their natural beauty, but good forestry 
stewardship practices include the periodic harvesting of timber.  
Small Jobs Make a Difference –  In addition to the major projects completed this off-season, the camp staff also were able to:
 • Erect metal shelving in the main shop storage area that was donated by the Hanover Hospital.
 • Build four firewood racks for each of the four new cabin campfire areas.
 • Install grab bars in all the shower stalls in the main lodge shower rooms.
 • Install two new water heaters for the main kitchen and for the Mountain View Rooms.
 • Install new commercial washer and dryer machines in the lodge cleaning room.

 • Various painting jobs including all the doors in both dormitories.
Drinking Water System Planned –  Doubling Gap Center has always been 
blessed with a good source of pure mountain spring water. In today’s climate, it’s more 
important than ever to protect that resource and ensure that our water is healthy to drink 
and of high quality for all our Camp purposes. With this goal, a new $25,000 water treatment 
system is being planned and will hopefully be installed by the end of the year. The new system 
is being designed to reduce our incoming water pressure from 105 psi to a more-friendly 70 
psi level and to reduce the natural acidity of our spring water to lessen its corrosive effect on 
our pipes and fixtures.  Finally, all drinking water will pass through a high-capacity filter to 
remove any minute impurities and then through an ultra-violet light system to ensure it is safe 
for consumption.  This high-tech, up-to-date system should provide safe water well into the 
Camp’s future. Contributions for this upcoming project are still needed and welcomed. 

Lake Spillway Needs Attention –  Another upcoming project looming in the near future involves re-building the spillway 
where water leaves the Camp’s Lake Henrietta. The original stone abutments have eroded and are in need of repair. In addition, 
Pennsylvania requires that all dams have a working water-level control system that can intentionally lower the lake’s water level for 
needed repairs or for flood control situations, thereby providing better safety for downstream life and property. This water-work will 
require state oversight and permitting including investigative work and engineering services, all of which will make it a rather expensive 
undertaking.  Planning for this needed work at our valuable lake area will hopefully begin this fall. We’re not yet sure of the scope of this 
project or if special fundraising will be needed.
Doubling Gap Center and Camp YoliJwa continue to be blessed with generous contributions to allow for the needed maintenance and 
facility improvements to keep this place attractive for our guests. Thank you to all the many donors and workers who generously provide 
for this part of our Lord’s church that we call ‘Camp’. 

BUILDING & GROUNDS IMPROVEMENTS CONTINUE … (continued)



ENJOY AN 
OUTDOOR 
WEEKEND

WITH OUR…
ADULT BIKE TREK

Sept. 28-30, 2018
Information coming this summer!
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2018 YOLIJWA SCHEDULE 

YOUTH RECOMMENDED WEEK ALTERNATE WEEK
CAMPS FOR THOSE ENTERING FOR THOSE ENTERING DATE
Youth 10th-12th --- June 10-16
9th Grade 9th 10th June 17-23
8th Grade 8th 9th July 1-7
7th Grade 7th 8th July 8-14
6th Grade 6th 7th July 15-21
5th Grade 5th 6th July 22-28
4th Grade 4th 5th August 5-9
3rd Grade 3rd 4th August 10-12
Father/Son K-2nd  --- July 28-29
Mother/Daughter K-2nd  --- August 12-13

WILDERNESS CABIN CAMPS 
Wilderness Adventure 10th-12th --- July 1-7
Sr. High Wilderness 10th-12th --- July 8-14
9th Grade Wilderness 9th 10th July 15-21
8th Grade Wilderness 8th 9th July 22-28
7th Grade Wilderness 7th 8th August 5-11

ADULT CAMPS & RETREATS AGE LEVEL DATE
Camp HOPE (Intellectually Disabled) 16+ June 3-8
Family Bible Camp All Ages June 24-30
Adult Fellowship Camp 50+ August 20-24
Bike Trek Adults (18+) Sept. 28-30

YOUTH WINTER RETREATS AGE 
Junior Blast 3rd-5th Graders December 7-9
Junior High Breakaway 6th-8th Graders December 14-16
Senior High Bash 9th-12th Graders December 21-22

2018 EVENTS FOR 
YoliJwa Staff Workshop 2018 Volunteer Staff June 1-2
Open House, Carnival & BBQ All Ages June 9
Children’s Fishing Derby Ages 5-15 October 14
DGC Appreciation Banquet 2018 Supporters November 17

MOST WANTED
Battery Powered Shop-Vac . . .$100
6-gallon Vertical Air 
Compressor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $150
GoPro Video Camera . . . . . . . $150
Wireless Microphone Set . . . . $150
DSLR Photo/Video Camera . .$750
Mountain View 
Big Screen TV . . . . . . . . . . . . . $850
Thanks to those who have made 
it possible for Camp to get these 
previously advertised “Most Wanted” 
items: Portable Air Compressor & 
Auditorium Projector.



Camper Contact 
Available Digitally

In an effort to cut down on printing costs, 
Doubling Gap Center will continue to offer the 
option of receiving this semi-annual publication 
electronically rather than through the mail.  If you 
are interested, please email secretary@campyolijwa.
org and include your name and mailing address, 
along with the email address that you’d like it sent 
to. Other enclosures such as registration brochures 
and donor envelopes can be obtained from our 
website or requested from us here at Camp!  Our 
goal is to continue to keep you well connected to 

the happenings here in 
Doubling Gap, whether 
that is on 
paper or 
digitally!

 CAMP YOLIJWA
1550 Doubling Gap Road

Newville, PA 17241
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Summer Registration 

Brochures available @ 

www.campyolijwa.org!

But the Lord has become my fortress, and my God the rock in 
whom I take refuge.  Psalm 94:22

Every summer, Camp YoliJwa uses a summer theme to direct the biblical 
teachings at each one of our programs.  Volunteer directors use this 
presiding theme to in turn develop something age appropriate that they 
can use for their respective session.  We’re excited to take the message, 
“FORTRESS”, to all who attend Camp this summer!  Come join us to 
learn about the mighty FORTRESS we have in Jesus!


